
 
 

Bucks County pool company 

celebrating 70 years in 

business 
By Crissa Shoemaker DeBree, staff writer 

  

 
Bryan Woolston / for The Intelligencer 
Herman Silverman, founder of Sylvan Pools in 1946, photographed in Doylestown, in February 2015. 
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Courtesy Anthony & Sylvan Pools 
Phil Anthony: Founder of Anthony Pools in 1946. The company merged with Sylvan in 1996 to become Anthony & 

Sylvan Pools. 
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Courtesy Anthony & Sylvan Pools 
Sylvan Pools built a Flyers-themed pool for general manager Bobby Clarke. At the time it was built, the pool was 

orange and black in the shape of the team's logo. It looks different today, but the shape can still be made out. 
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Courtesy Anthony & Sylvan Pools 
Las Vegas: Today's swimming pools are far different than what the company first started building. 

Seventy years ago, a young Herman Silverman built in his backyard what few families 

at the time had: an in-ground swimming pool. 

Word of his achievement spread quickly. Soon, the landscape business Silverman ran 

with his brother, Ira, was fully into the pool construction business. Among the first 

customers of Sylvan Pools was Oscar Hammerstein, the noted composer and a 

longtime friend.  

More than 300,000 swimming pools later, the company — known asAnthony & 

Sylvan since its 1996 merger with Anthony Pools — is celebrating its 70th anniversary 

this year. 

Despite changes in the industry, both technological and economic, company leaders 

said the business continues to thrive thanks to the values instilled by its founders and its 

commitment to its customers. 
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"You have to know the past and you have to learn your history," said CEO Mark Koide. 

"Seventy years — they're doing a lot of stuff right. You have to preserve what they're 

doing right." 

Silverman graduated from what was then the National Farm School (now Delaware 

Valley University) in 1940 with a degree in landscape management. After he served in 

World War II, Silverman and his brother, Ira, founded their own landscaping business in 

1946, which went on to become Sylvan Pools. They chose the name because of its 

pastoral definition, as well as because it's part of Pennsylvania. And they bought land 

on Easton Road in Buckingham for the company's headquarters, which remain there 

today.  

Around the same time, California businessman Phil Anthony founded Anthony Pools on 

the West Coast.  

"Phil Anthony and Herman Silverman were at the forefront of making pools more 

accessible," Koide said.   

Anthony was among the first to introduce bank financing to pool building, according to 

the industry publication Pool and Spa News. That made swimming pools an affordable 

luxury for the growing number of middle-class families who were buying homes in the 

post-World War II boom.  

On the East Coast, Silverman was among the first to introduce hand-packed concrete 

pools to the region. That was a predominant way to manufacture pools until the use of 

fiberglass and, later, vinyl. 

Anthony and Sylvan salesmen were fierce rivals for years, company officials say. That 

ended in the 1996, when Sylvan owner General Aquatics purchased Anthony Pools, 

merging them under the combined name.  

http://www.poolspanews.com/


"We found out we had more in common than there wasn't," said Larry Mazzenga, a 

former employee who served as general manager at Anthony Pools and a vice 

president for Anthony & Sylvan before he left to join a pool manufacturer. 

The pool business later became part of Essef Corp. before it was spun off into a 

standalone company in 1999.  

Today, the combined company operates in 12 major metropolitan markets, from the 

Northeast United States all the way to Southern California. It employs between 300 and 

400 people during its peak season. 

Herman Silverman, now 97, hasn't been involved in the day-to-day operations of the 

company since the 1970s. He went on to earn his wealth in the real estate industry and 

is known locally for his philanthropy. Until he developed some recent health problems, 

he had frequently stopped by the company's headquarters. 

He remains, however, a constant presence. 

"The values of the company are remarkably intact," Koide said, listing quality, integrity, 

teamwork and commitment to customers. "The things that haven't changed will be the 

values of the company." 

Crissa Shoemaker DeBree: 215-345-3186; email:cshoemaker@calkins.com; 

Twitter: @CrissaShoemaker 
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